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Lilián Abracinskas is a specialist in social
communication and sexual and reproductive rights.
Since 1985, she has been doing regional and
international advocacy for the recognition and
promotion of women’s rights, especially sexual and
reproductive rights. Since 2004, she has been
Executive Director at CNS Mujeres por Democracia,
Equidad y Ciudadanía (CNS Women for Democracy,
Equity and Citizenship), the most important women’s
network in Uruguay and since 1996, she is co-
Director at Mujer y Salud en Uruguay (Women and
Health in Uruguay, www.mysu.org.uy).
Isaac F. Adewole is a Professor at the College of
Medicine at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria since
1997, and a Consultant Obstetrician and
Gynaecologist at the University College Hospital
(UCH) in Ibadan. He is a leading advocate for
nationwide access to cervical cancer screening. He is
a Coordinator of the Campaign Against Unwanted
Pregnancy (CAUP) and is involved with advocacy to
reduce the burden of unsafe abortions in Nigeria. He
has published extensively on gynaecological oncology,
abortion, HIV/AIDS and perinatal medicine. He is the
2008 Bixby leadership Fellow for Sexual and
Reproductive Health at the Guttmacher Institute.
Leonel Briozzo is a Professor of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology at the School of Medicine, Universidad
de la Republica Oriental del Uruguay. He is the
founder and Director of Iniciativas Sanitarias, a civil
society organisation dedicated to reducing maternal
mortality and unsafe abortion in Uruguay. He is
President of the Uruguayan Society of Sexual and
Reproductive Health and is a member of the Sexual
and Reproductive Health Committee of the Latin
American Federation of Obstetrics and Gynaecology.
Giselle Carino is the Abortion Focal Point for
International Planned Parenthood Federation/
Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR), in charge
of developing and leading strategies to deal with the
issue of unwanted pregnancy and unsafe abortion in
Latin America and the Caribbean. Her experience
with IPPF/WHR programming includes providing
support to recent initiatives in the areas of gender-
based violence, emergency contraception and mobile
health units. Prior to joining IPPF/WHR, she worked
for the Inter-American Parliamentary Group on
Population and Development. Giselle has a BA in
Political Science from Argentina and a Masters
Degree in Public Policy from New York University.
Andrea Cornwall is a Fellow at the Institute of
Development Studies, University of Sussex. She has
worked on sexual and reproductive health issues for
many years and is co-editor, with Sonia Correa and
Susie Jolly, of Development with a Body: Sexuality,
Human Rights and Development (Zed Books 2008).
She is director of the Pathways of Women’s
Empowerment Research Programme Consortium
(www.pathways-of-empowerment.org).
Jennifer Friedman is a Programme Coordinator for
the International Planned Parenthood Federation/
Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR) Safe
Abortion team. Jennifer has extensive experience
working in health and social services, including
clinical work in family planning and abortion
counselling, as well as the coordination of HIV
prevention programmes and school-based health
education programmes. She has also worked on
issues of health and human rights, particularly in the
areas of rights-based programming, sexual rights and
advocacy. She holds a BA in Latin American Studies
from Brown University and a Masters Degree in
Public Health and Social Work from Columbia
University.
Marlene Gerber Fried is Professor of Philosophy at
Hampshire College and Director of the Civil Liberties
and Public Policy Programme. She edited From
Abortion Rights to Reproductive Freedom: Transforming
A Movement (South End Press 1990); co-authored
with Jael Silliman, Loretta Ross and Elena Gutiérrez,
Undivided Rights: Women of Color Organize for
Reproductive Justice (South End Press 1990); and co-
authored the chapter on abortion in  Our Bodies
Notes on Contributors
Ourselves (Simon and Schuster 2005 edn). She was
founding president of the National Network of
Abortion Funds, the Abortion Rights Fund of
Western Massachusetts, a participant in the
Johannesburg Initiative and is a board member of the
Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights.
Angela Heimburger is the Americas researcher for
the Women’s Rights Division, which she joined in
2007. Prior to her arrival, she worked in the field of
sexual and reproductive health and rights in Latin
America and the Caribbean, first at the regional
office of the Population Council in Mexico and later
at the office of the International Planned
Parenthood Federation/Western Hemisphere
Region based in New York. She holds a Master’s
degree in public health from Tulane University.
Leila Hessini, an Algerian-American, serves as
Senior Policy Advisor at Ipas, a global organisation
that promotes women’s sexual and reproductive
rights. Leila works to link reproductive rights with
human rights and other issues of social justice
through research, advocacy, policy and community-
outreach efforts. She is currently documenting
women’s strategies to promote reproductive rights in
predominantly Muslim countries.
Barbara Klugman is a Senior Programme Officer on
sexuality and reproductive health and rights at the
Ford Foundation in New York, focusing on enabling
southern institutions, scholars and activists to initiate
and shape research and advocacy at the international
level. Prior to that, she directed the Women’s Health
Project at the University of the Witwatersrand, South
Africa. A South African activist and academic, she has
worked and published widely on advocacy, research
and training in the fields of sexual and reproductive
rights and health, policy analysis and gender analysis.
She has a BA in Development Studies, an MA in
Social Anthropology and a PhD in Public Health.
Alejandra López Gómez is a Psychologist specialising
in health, gender and sexual and reproductive rights.
She is a professor and researcher at the Republic
University where she coordinates the Reproductive
Health, Sexuality and Gender theme. She is the author
of several regional and international publications. She
has been a member of the Global Forum for Health
Research Council for five years. Since 1996 she has
been co-Director at Mujer y Salud en Uruguay
(Women and Health in Uruguay, www.mysu.org.uy).
Andrea Lynch spent four years in the
communications programme of the International
Women’s Health Coalition, developing resources
for sexual and reproductive health and rights
activists in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and
building awareness of how US policies affect
women and youth worldwide. She documented the
work of organisations focused on reproductive
health, social justice, and women’s and young
people’s rights in Nigeria, Cameroon, Brazil,
Nicaragua, and India. She is currently Programme
Officer for Latin America at the EMpower
Foundation in New York. Andrea holds an MA in
Participation, Power, and Social Change from the
Institute of Development Studies.
Marianne Møllmann is Advocacy Director for the
Women’s Rights Division, which she joined in
September 2003, as researcher for Latin America
and the Caribbean. She moved to Human Rights
Watch from Peru, where she worked with Centro
de la Mujer Peruana Flora Tristan and other local
NGOs. As co-coordinator of the Women’s Working
Group of the International Network for Economic
Social and Cultural Rights, Marianne was one of the
organisers behind the Montreal Principles on equal
access to economic, social and cultural (ESC) rights
for women. She holds an LL.M in International
Human Rights Law from Essex University.
Cynthia Mugo has been working as a Media and
Communications Programme Officer at Kenya
Human Rights Commission (KHRC) for the past
three years. As a member of the Reproductive
Health and Rights Alliance (RHRA), she spearheaded
the much-publicised Abortion Mock Tribunal. She has
also been at the forefront in advocating for women’s
and LGBTI (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
intersex) rights especially in the mainstream media in
Kenya. She holds a BA in Mass Communication and a
Minor in Women’s Studies from Temple University in
Philadelphia.
Sarah Onyango is a medical doctor, with a Masters
in Public Health from the University of Nairobi,
Kenya, and the Africa Regional Director of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA).
She has many years of experience in the health
sector, in both the public and private sectors, at
national and regional level, where she has worked to
address the poor reproductive health outcomes for
women in Africa. She has led and managed
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programmes in many countries in the continent,
focusing on unsafe abortion, adolescent sexual and
reproductive health and rights, and sexual and
reproductive health of refugees and internally
displaced persons.
Nnenna C. Orji is a Coordinator of the Campaign
Against Unwanted Pregnancy (CAUP). A committed
student activist at university, she trained as a
journalist before becoming a grassroots community
advocate. She brings over 30 years of activism in the
field of sexual and reproductive health and rights.
Her areas of interest include contraception, women’s
empowerment and community development as
instruments for preventing unwanted pregnancies
and unsafe abortion.
Boniface Adedeji Oye-Adeniran is an obstetrician
and gynaecologist with a lifelong commitment to
sexual and reproductive health and rights and
promoting the provision of sexual and reproductive
health services within Nigeria. He is co-founder of
the Campaign Against Unwanted Pregnancy (CAUP),
which is dedicated to ending unsafe abortion in
Nigeria by providing pregnant women with as many
options as possible, including broadening adoption
and fostering services. Its groundbreaking research
has shed light on the largely undocumented nature
and extent of unsafe abortion in Nigeria. Boniface
has published widely in numerous national, regional
and international publications.
Mónica Roa is director of programmes at Women’s
Link, where her work involves constant travel
promoting exchange of ideas and strategies for
achieving gender equity, in line with Women’s Link
global vision. She is known for being the person who
presented the demand for abortion liberalisation in
Colombia. She has published various academic
articles and opinion pieces on sexual and
reproductive rights in Latin America and Europe. She
has a Masters degree in Global Rights and Public
Interest from New York University and a law degree
from the University of the Andes, Bogotá.
Marcela Rueda Gomez is a Programme Coordinator
for the International Planned Parenthood
Federation/ Western Hemisphere Region
(IPPF/WHR) Safe Abortion Team, and has worked
extensively in the field of sexual and reproductive
health in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Previously, she was the Gender and Sexuality
Program Officer at PROFAMILIA/Colombia. Marcela
was a long-time youth volunteer and representative
on the PROFAMILIA/Colombia Board of Directors,
the International Planned Parenthood Federation/
Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR) Board of
Directors, and the IPPF Governing Council. She
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Government and
International Relations from Colombia and a Masters
degree in Gender, Public Policy and Society from the
Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales.
Cecilia Sardenberg is Director of the Nucleus for
Interdisciplinary Women’s Studies at the Federal
University of Bahia, in Salvador, Brazil. She is a
feminist anthropologist who has worked for many
years on issues of women’s rights, and is convenor of
the Pathways of Women’s Empowerment Research
Programme Consortium for Latin America, and
supporting member of the Brazilian campaign for
safe and legal abortion in Bahia.
Gilberta Soares is the director of the Brazilian
feminist NGO Cunhã. She was Executive Secretary
for Jornadas Brasileiras pelo Aborto Legal e Seguro
(the Brazilian campaign for safe and legal abortion)
during 2003–7.
Hilary Standing is a Fellow at the Institute of
Development Studies, University of Sussex. She is a
social scientist who has worked on health and
development, gender and health equity and on
sexual and reproductive health and rights for many
years. She is currently based in Bangladesh at the
BRAC University School of Public Health and is
Director of the Realising Rights Research
Programme Consortium on improving sexual and
reproductive health for poor and marginal
populations (www.realising-rights.org).
Claudia Surjadjaja has a doctorate in dentistry at
Trisakti University in Jakarta and practised oral
surgery as a Ministry of Health Officer in Papua,
Indonesia until 2001. While there, she obtained an
MPH degree from Gajah Mada University in
Yogyakarta. After working in the public health sector
at ASEAN Secretariat, she won a Chevening
Scholarship to study medical ethics at Imperial
College, London, which she completed in 2002. She
enrolled on a DrPH programme at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and was
awarded that degree in 2007. She now works as a
public health policy and practice consultant.
Carrie Tatum is the International Planned
Parenthood Federation/Western Hemisphere
Region (IPPF/WHR) Safe Abortion Team Evaluation
Coordinator. She holds a BA in Sociology from Yale
University and a Masters degree in Public Health
from Columbia University. Before her work at
IPPF/WHR, she conducted research with the
Population Council’s regional office for Latin
America and the Caribbean, based in Mexico City.
More recently, she worked on a project to improve
emergency obstetric care services in Nicaragua and
Peru and assisted in a study examining the linkages
between HIV/AIDS and poverty in Colombia. She has
co-authored several manuscripts and articles on
sexual and reproductive health topics, including
abortion.
Janet Walsh is the Deputy Director of the
Women’s Rights Division. Prior to joining Human
Rights Watch, she practiced law at several
international law firms and the United Nations legal
office in New York and carried out law pro bono
projects in domestic violence, political asylum and
refugees. Janet is a graduate of UC Berkeley School
of Law. She has been with the Women’s Rights
Division since June 2002.
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